


COUNTY COUNSEL'S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE __ 
 

ANALYSIS BY THE COUNTY COUNSEL FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA OF THE 
MEASURE EXTENDING THE UTILITY USERS TAX 

 
 Measure __ (“Measure”) submits to the voters the question of whether the County 
Utility Users Tax, which is levied only in the unincorporated portions of the County of Alameda 
(“County”), should be extended to June 30, 2033.   If approved, this Measure would maintain 
the current tax rate at 6.5 percent, extend it to 2033, and make other clarifying and 
administrative changes to the existing tax ordinance.  Without voter approval of this Measure, 
the current tax will automatically expire on June 30, 2021. 
 
  Although the existing tax is collected only in the unincorporated areas of the County, a 
county-wide vote on the question of extending and amending the tax is required by Article 
XIIIC, Section 2, of the California Constitution and Government Code section 53723.  
 
 The current Utility Users Tax for specified services in the unincorporated areas (e.g.,  
Ashland, Castro Valley, Cherryland, Fairview, San Lorenzo, Sunol) was approved by the Board of 
Supervisors in December 1992.  It has been extended three times by a majority of voters, in 
1996, 2000, and 2008.  All current tax exemptions and exclusions, including but not limited to, 
those for low income or lifeline utility users, would remain in place.  The tax shall be collected 
insofar as practicable at the same time as and along with the charges made in accordance with 
the regular billing practices of the service supplier. 
  
 If this Measure is approved by a majority of County voters, the utility users tax will 
remain in effect in the unincorporated areas of the County until June 30, 2033, at the current 
rate of 6.5 percent.  This Measure has no effect on utility users taxes that may have been, or 
will be, enacted by individual cities within the County and does not apply in the cities of 
Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, Dublin, Emeryville, Fremont, Hayward, Livermore, Newark, 
Oakland, Piedmont, Pleasanton, San Leandro, or Union City.    
 
 If the Measure is not approved by a majority of voters, the current tax will automatically 
expire on June 30, 2021.  
 

This Measure is placed on the ballot by the governing board of the County. 
  
      DONNA R. ZIEGLER 
      County Counsel 
 
The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure ___, which is printed in full in 

this sample ballot pamphlet.  If you desire an additional copy of the Measure, please call the 
Elections Official's office at (510) 272-6933 and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.  You 
may also access the full text of the Measure on the Alameda County website at the following 
address: www.acvote.org.  

http://www.acgov.org/rov/


BALLOT MEASURE ARGUMENT 

SUBMISSION FORM AUG 12 2020 

Reg. of Voters 
Submission of: (select one) 

Measure letter: _V __________ _ 

IXI Argument in Favor 
(300 words or less) 

D Argument Against 
(300 words or less) 

Title of Election: General Election 

Jurisdiction: Alameda County 

Election Date: November 3, 2020 

Submitted by: (select one) 

~ The Governing Body of Alameda County, a school district, or a special district 
A governing board member who signs an argument must be authorized to do so by the governing board. 

CJ Bona Fide Organization 
Arguments from a bona fide organiza tion must be signed by one of the principal officers. TI1e individual signing an argument on behalf of a bona 
fide organization does not have to be a registered voter in the jurisdiction. 

CJ Individual(s) eligible to vote on the measure 
Individual(s) signing an argument must be registered voters eligible to vote on the measure. 

Indicate County Board Member or Specific District: (if applicable) 
Name of Organization/Association: (if applicable) 

Alameda County Board of Supervisors 
Contact Person's Printed Name: Address: 

Brian Weinberger  
1---=Ti,...,.tle_: ____________________

Principal Administrative Analyst 
Phone #: E-Mail: 

 
--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--="" 

CJ Grant ~ Deny 

Permission to the Alameda County Registrar of Voters to post the below listed information on the Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
internet site. 

INFORMATION TO BE POSTED: 

Name:(Print) Address: 

Phone#: Fax#: 

E-Mail Address: Website Address: 

Signature: Date: 



ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE V 

Measu,re V extends an existing Utqity Users Tax that has been collected in Alameda 
County since 1992. It does not increase the current 6.5% tax rate. 

A "YES" vote on_ Measure V will preserve existing revenues that have been used to provide 
vital services in the unin~orporated areas of the County including Public Safety, Libraries, 
Land Use Planning, and Code Enforcement. 

Measure V preserves tax exemptions for qualifying low income or lifeline utility users and 
persons on life support systems, protecting some of our communities' most vulnerable 
members. 

Alameda County' s existing Utility Users Tax is collected only in the unincorporated areas 
of Ashland, Castro Valley, Cherryland, Fairview, San Lorenzo and Sunol. 

Residents living in an incorporated city wit~in Alameda County do not pay the tax that 
would be extended by approving Measure V. 

Measure V maintains accountability to voters by requiring that the County 's Utility Users 
Tax will expire in 2033 unless voters approve an extension or elimination of that expiration 
date. 

All revenue from the Utility Users Tax will continue to support and preserve essential 
services wi,th no increase in taxes. Without the nearly $12 million in annual Utility Users 
Tax proce~ds, vital municipal services to our communities may be cut. 

A YES vote on Measure V preserves an essential source of funding for vital services to 
Alameda County residents, with no increase to the existing Utility Users Tax. 

RECEIVED 
Alameda County 

AUG 12 2020 
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SIGNATURES IN FAVOR OF MEASURE V 

1. Melissa Wilk, Auditor-Controller 

2. Phong La, Assessor 

3. Ken Carbone, Chair, Castro Valley MAC 

4. Jennifer Ong, Chair, Eden Area MAC 

RECE1v.,.~n 
Alameda Co~nt~ 

AUG 12 2D2D 

Reg. of Voters 

5. Diane Wydler, Secretary/Treasurer, San Lorenzo Village Homes Association 



No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted. If more than five are submitted, 
only the first five will appear on the voter information pamphlet. 

Names and titles listed will be printed in the order that they are listed in below. 

DECLARATION BY AUTHOR(S) OF ARGUMENTS OR REBUTTALS 
(Election Code Section 9600) 

The undersigned author(s) of the argument: 

Measure V Election Date: 11 /3/20 

~ Argument in Favor 
(300 words or less) 

Jurisdiction: Alameda County 

0 Argument Against Measure 
(300 words or less) 

0 Rebuttal to Argument Against 
(250 words or less) 

0 Rebuttal to Argument in Favor 
(250 words or less) 

Hereby state that such argument is true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge and belief. 

Print Name: Melissa Wilk Title: Auditor-Controller 

Date: 

p/11 J.() 

Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Official Use Only: Date Stamp 
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No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument submitted. If more than five are submitted, 
only the first five will appear on the voter infomrntion pamphlet. 

Names and titles listed will be printed in the order that t11ey are listed in below. 

DECLARATION BY AUTHOR(S) OF ARGUMENTS OR REBUTTALS 
(Election Code Section 9600) 

The undersigned author(s) of the argument: 

Measure _V __ _ Election Date: _1_1_/_3_/2_0_ 

~ Argument in Favor 
(300 words or less) 

CJ Rebuttal to Argument Against 
(250 words or less) 

Jurisdiction: Alameda County 

CJ Argument Against Measure 
(300 words or less) 

CJ Rebuttal to Argument in Favor 
(250 words or less) 

Hereby state that such argument is true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge and belief. 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

PrintName: ?~OV\ Title: 
A(sersar ~ 

<Jr I Vi-/ 'JAJ t,() 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Official Use Only: Date Stamp 

RECEIVE 
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Reg. of Voter 
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Email: 

No more than five signatures shall appear with any argu ent submitted. If more than five are submitted, 
only the first five will appear on the voter information pamphlet. 

Names and titles listed will be printed in the order that they are listed in below. 

DECLARATION BY AUTHOR(S) OF ARGUMENTS OR REBUTTALS 
(Election Code Section 9600) 

The undersigned author(s) of the argument: 

Measure __ _ Election Date: _____ _ 

CJ Argument in Favor 
(300 words or less) 

CJ Rebuttal to Argument Against 
(250 words or less) 

Jurisdiction:----------- --

CJ Argument Against Measure 
(300 words or less) 

CJ Rebuttal to Argument in Favor 
(250 words or less) 

Hereby state that such argument is true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge and belief. 

Title: C 

n-°' e w 

Date: 

o / i;; ;JocJ-o 
Print Name: Title: :r ~rJ 4 ff;jL. 0 rJ Gi (J.a, / t"'~ ~ i:\'.. k Au 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

0( I 2-( ~ 

Print Name: Title: 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Print Name: Title:· 

Residence Address: 

Signature: Date: 

Official Use Only: Date Stamp 
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